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FBS - Multi Purpose Hall

A Word from the Director...

It is hard to believe that the first half of the school year is over. |
hope that both yourselves and your children survived a very intense
and eventful 2 quarters. With the stress of examinations over | am
hoping you can now enjoy the long holiday with your children and
find peace of mind. | will take this opportunity to wish all of
those celebrating, a Merry Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and
prosperous 2005.

As you will see below, we have all been
working hard to make your children's
education at the Friends School a
worthwhile investment. We know we
are not perfect and that room for
improvement is always there, but we also
recognize our achievements and strive
to continue the development process.

My priority list has been ever so
growing, as everything seems to be “the
top” priority. My main focus area
however, has been the issue of
fundraising for our scholarship fund. |
am proud to say that 20% of our student
body will receive some kind of
scholarship assistance this year, thanks
mainly to donations from Friends
(Quakers) in the USA and Europe.
Although a small constituency of less
than 150,000 in USA and Britain
combined, they are blessed with a spirit
of giving and a strong commitment to support the school. Asyou
will see from the article below, we are taking a most serious approach
to developing our income generation activities, with a staff member
to be hired solely to develop and manage our business and
fundraising. We are hopeful that in time, the school will be in a
much more stable financial state.
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Why a Friends Newsletter?? = /C AL

The Friends School Executive Committee is determined to improve its
communication with the school families and community. Our accomplishments
are many; so are our challenges and plans. We are hoping that through Friends
News (5w 4l L) our educational message will be transmitted to you on a quarterly
basis and as a result, you will find more reason to engage with us and participate
further in the school life. We look forward to hearing your comments and
suggestions on means of improving this publication.

Scacans Free

Ramallah Friends

School Physical Development and Planning

Our new building at the FBS has been completed after a long wait.
The new library has been in operation for nearly a year and the new
gym/multipurpose hall is our pride and joy. Your children will have
access to an indoor physical education facility that is the first of its
kind in this area, thanks to generous funding from ASHA. Our
ASHA grant was approved, work will start during the spring for the
refurbishment of the FBS Khalil Totah
Auditorium, some water wells and
replacement of old windows and doors.
Our next proposal to ASHA will
hopefully be towards an income
generating activity in the FBS sports field.
A decision was taken by our Board of
Trustees last year to build corporate office
space and shops, as well as a community
sports center with an indoor swimming
pool. This could definitely become a
reality if our ASHA proposal is approved.

Our plans are moving ahead for the
construction of a small outdoor resturant
at the Kaykab garden. Construction will
start in a month or so and the restaurant
will be open to all of you and to the
community hopefully in late spring.

We hope that with your encouragement we
can succeed in making this dream a reality.

The new FGS Kindergarten building is
still waiting funding opportunities to
materialize. We are approaching
influential alumni around the world and other international agencies
to help us fund this important facility. A new and improved
basketball court, bleachers and other improvements will take place
at the FGS this year, thanks to the generous donation of the
Canadian Cooperation. We need your engagement with us to
generate ideas and help in making our plans come true.

Joyce Ajlouny
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Important dates for your Diary

December 23 - January 10 Christmas Holiday
First Day of 3rd Quarter
Report card Distribution

Eid Al-Adha Holiday (tentative)
3rd Tuition payment

January 11
January 17
January 21 - 25
February 1 - 15

March 1 Half Day - school ends at 12:00 noon.
March 8 Woman'‘s Day

March 10 Last day of 3rd Quarter

March 12 Last day of school for IB students
March 19 Start of Final exams for IB students
March 26 Report cards distributions

March 28 - 30 FGS Parent/Teacher Conferences

Two Schools link up to Exchange ldeas

Young people have an extremely wide range of needs, interests and
aspirations, providing a challenge to those who deliver service to
them. This is reflected within the pages of the first and second issues
of the joint magazine with Parkday School in Oakland, California.
Both issues contain articles about students' involvement in sports,
art work, recipes, hobbies, pets, friends and friendship. The purpose
of the magazine, Children without Borders, has been to share good
practice between the two schools, thinking globally, learning by doing
asequals and highlighting issues or topics in order to help students
reflect on their own work and the work of others.

This opportunity gave students a great chance to increase their
knowledge and skills and to enjoy learning more about the lives of
other students in a different part of the world. It is also a way of
giving meaning and reflecting the significance of today's life.

Besides, it is another means of interaction, communication and
appreciation of each others' thoughts and feelings. It enhances the
students' awareness and confidence in forming extended friendships
and hopefully pen pals.

This project is more than writing, it is intended to also improve
relationships and understanding between communities with strong
themes of respect and tolerance. It also improves their use of modern
technology through the use of the computer.

This joint project introduces two different cultures and bridges
the personal and social identities emphasizing the importance of
such a project in which students could express their thoughts
without limitations.

The second issue of the magazine is posted on the school's website:
www.palfriends.org/FGS Parkday School/FGS Magazine.

Hopefully the third issue will be posted in late spring 2005.
Nabila Sa'id
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Happy Faces at FBS

Photo by Peter Dammann
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RFS Students at Kaykab Educational Gardeen
Photo by Peter Dannman
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Children at Elementary scool selling food for
white gifts

Photo by Skip Schiel
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Canadian Representative Fund
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